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“If it's a standard “Si c’est une ménage
household it’s standard, il est

bleeding obvious...” évidente...”
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Problematic when...

o Systematically present or dominant in
some populations / geographic locations



#1 Concealed households
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‘Hard days ahead’ in
Afghanistan

'‘Beds in sheds' targeted by national task
force

The government is setting up a task force
to tackle "beds in sheds" by acting against
criminal landlords and removing illegal
immigrants.
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The woman who lives in a shed:
how London landlords are
cashing in

Council finds people living in everything

from massively overcrowded houses to a
walk-in freezer — and the problem is

The shortage of housing in Newham, east London,
and new benefit caps are forcing tenants to take what
they can. Photograph: Martin Godwin for the Guardian

Amelia Gentleman
The Guardian, Wed 9 May 2012 16.58 BST

Maria's front door has a house number -
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Concealed households : planning & legality

RES: You see we wouldn’t know anything about that if it's their back
gardens there’s no way of us accessing it, this is what we were saying when
we were discussing it amongst ourselves, that there’s no way, even if they
give us a form saying there’s only 1 person living there we haven'’t got the
right to go in and say let me have a look round your house so there’s no way
ofl,(it’s lJust literally stand at the door so what they say is what you have to
take.

INT: But you have a hunch as a professional?

RES: You do get an idea but we can’t say anything otherwise, it
doesn’t get recorded anywhere like we discussed it amongst ourselves and

INT: But when you're discussing it amongst yourselves did you all
feel that there were quite a few of these cases?

RES: Yeah, | think there were more than they let on.

Census interviewer, UK, 2011



Concealed households: legality & sub-
letting

| think it those people who are renting out
rooms and you've got a couple of Polish
workers sharing a room and the rent’s not
declared, the Polish wouldn’t be illegal
Immigrants but the Ukrainians might be,
and the Bengalis might be and, yeah, |
think 1t’s those households within
households

Survey consultant, UK



* RES: It’s often In rental properties, well |
mean | get it with a lot of Eastern Europeans as
well, they're the people renting this house and
they’re paying whatever it iIs a month, they’ve
got friends staying as well who are paying them
rent, so they’re subletting, which they're not
legally allowed to do. So in that area they then
‘oh no he’s just visiting’ and you feel that ...

o INT: That’s your professional mind?

e RES: You can’t really, you've just got to
accept what they say and that comes up quite
often actually.




#2 Living apart together (LAT)

* Absolutely, and there’s also the rising solo livers who don’t
actually get married, who don’t have children, who may or may
not be partnered and be living apart together...And that’s going
to happen more and more because with owner occupation on
the increase and also inheritance and also the way that divorce
and just the way we're living our lives and migration and
mobility, so we tend to enter our 30’s, 40’s and 50’s and we
experience divorce and separation. And then we re- partner
and there are complex lives there that because of
Inheritance issues people retain their individual h omes and

also because you're not quite sure what's going to happen
with that relationship.

Academic demographer, UK



#3 Shared/divided children

 RES: I've had that a few times because that is getting
more and more common, half a week with each parent. | tend
to, wherever the child benefits go that’s where | put them ... but
I've had the conversation and try and find out exactly but
they’re adamant it’s half and half and that’s it.

e INT: So is that something that respondents find difficult to
categorise?
* RES: As far as they’re concerned they're half and half and

that’s it, so for the purposes of putting something in the survey |
tend to put wherever they are getting child benefit, | tend to say
that's where they live.

Professional ONS interviewer, UK



Affective ties: difficult negotiations

« RES: Parents will say that their child at
university that’s living in rented
accommodation, in digs, they will always
consider them part of their household...If
you say “Well they’re not part of your
house” and they say “What?” you know,
It's like a direct challenge to their ...

Professional interviewer



Sofa surfers / Surfer de canapé
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They are called “kidults” or “the Boomerang generation”. Children who happily Editor's picks (=]
leave home, only to return a few years later as they realise they can'’t afford to 0Q&AMP:A: PENSIONS SERIOUS MONEY

pay their rent. The credit crunch seems to have exacerbated the trend. There
are now almost 2m people over the age of 18 living rent-free with family and
friends - nearly four times as many as a year ago, according to Abbey. The poor
parents — as if they don’t have enough to worry about, what with decimated
pension pots and tumbling house prices.

Your chance to question  Why can't the taxman
Steve Webb, the pensions crack the codes?

Ten years or 0 ago, many of these returnees would have found it relatively easy AT

to enter the property market. But more and more traditional first-time buyers
have been excluded - initially because house prices rose to unaffordable levels
and, more recently, because they can’t get mortgages. Figures out this week
implied the difficulties may be easing. The number of home loans provided to
first-time buyers in February was 7 per cent higher than the previous month, FT Corporate Subscriptions.
according to the Council of Mortgage Lenders. Unfortunately for the
boomerangers, a closer look shows how much harder it has become for first-time
buyers to get a loan. The average deposit put down by this group was 25 per
cent in February, compared with 11 per cent the previous year, while their Take afree trial »
average income multiple for loans has fallen from 3.35 to 2.95. Also, the number
of loans supplied to first-time buyers was still down almost 50 per cent
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Liz : Not In the census

Liz's mother’s house
- Hertfordshire

Liz's sister’s house -
Oxfordshire

Mondays-Fridays Most weekends
Would not include
Liz — did not want
to lose 25%
discount on council
tax

Liz's friend’s house

Friend had already completed

Stayed there on census night :
the online census.




Want to know more?

Project website:
— http://www.householdsurvey.info/
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