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“If it’s a standard 
household it’s 
bleeding obvious…”

“Si c’est une ménage 
standard, il est 
évidente…”



Populations at the margins

Difficult populations



Share a kitchen / utilities bills

R1 did not know

-Names

-Ages

? ?R1



The private sector

#4
Sofa surfers

Interview 
negotiations

#3
Shared children / 
divided children

#2
Living apart together 

(LAT)

#1
Concealed households

“Beds in sheds”
Sub-letting/tennants

Populations at the margins
“Difficult populations”



Problematic when…

• Systematically present or dominant in 
some populations / geographic locations



#1 Concealed households



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
17185294







Concealed households : planning & legality
• RES: You see we wouldn’t know anything about that if it’s their back 

gardens there’s no way of us accessing it, this is what we were saying when 
we were discussing it amongst ourselves, that there’s no way, even if they 
give us a form saying there’s only 1 person living there we haven’t got the 
right to go in and say let me have a look round your house so there’s no way 
of, it’s just literally stand at the door so what they say is what you have to 
take.

• INT: But you have a hunch as a professional?

• RES: You do get an idea but we can’t say anything otherwise, it 
doesn’t get recorded anywhere like we discussed it amongst ourselves and 
....

• INT: But when you’re discussing it amongst yourselves did you all 
feel that there were quite a few of these cases?

• RES: Yeah, I think there were more than they let on.  

Census interviewer, UK, 2011



Concealed households: legality & sub-
letting

• I think it those people who are renting out 
rooms and you’ve got a couple of Polish 
workers sharing a room and the rent’s not 
declared, the Polish wouldn’t be illegal 
immigrants but the Ukrainians might be, 
and the Bengalis might be and, yeah, I 
think it’s those households within 
households

Survey consultant, UK



• RES: It’s often in rental properties, well I 
mean I get it with a lot of Eastern Europeans as 
well, they’re the people renting this house and 
they’re paying whatever it is a month, they’ve 
got friends staying as well who are paying them 
rent, so they’re subletting, which they’re not 
legally allowed to do.  So in that area they then 
‘oh no he’s just visiting’ and you feel that … 

• INT: That’s your professional mind?  
• RES: You can’t really, you’ve just got to 

accept what they say and that comes up quite 
often actually. 



#2 Living apart together (LAT)

• Absolutely, and there’s also the rising solo livers who don’t 
actually get married, who don’t have children, who may or may 
not be partnered and be living apart together…And that’s going 
to happen more and more because with owner occupation on 
the increase and also inheritance and also the way that divorce 
and just the way we’re living our lives and migration and 
mobility, so we tend to enter our 30’s, 40’s and 50’s and we 
experience divorce and separation.  And then we re-partner 
and there are complex lives there that because of 
inheritance issues people retain their individual h omes and 
also because you’re not quite sure what’s going to happen 
with that relationship.

Academic demographer, UK



#3 Shared/divided children
• RES: I’ve had that a few times because that is getting 

more and more common, half a week with each parent.  I tend 
to, wherever the child benefits go that’s where I put them … but 
I’ve had the conversation and try and find out exactly but 
they’re adamant it’s half and half and that’s it.  

• INT: So is that something that respondents find difficult to 
categorise?

• RES: As far as they’re concerned they’re half and half and 
that’s it, so for the purposes of putting something in the survey I 
tend to put wherever they are getting child benefit, I tend to say 
that’s where they live. 

Professional ONS interviewer, UK



Affective ties: difficult negotiations

• RES: Parents will say that their child at 
university that’s living in rented 
accommodation, in digs, they will always 
consider them part of their household…If 
you say “Well they’re not part of your 
house” and they say “What?” you know, 
it’s like a direct challenge to their … 

Professional interviewer



Sofa surfers / Surfer de canapé



Liz : Not in the census

Liz

Liz’s mother’s house 
- Hertfordshire

Liz’s sister’s house -
Oxfordshire

Liz’s friend’s house

Most weekendsMondays-Fridays

Would not include 
Liz – did not want 
to lose 25% 
discount on council 
tax

Stayed there on census night
Friend had already completed 
the online census.



Want to know more?

• Project website:
– http://www.householdsurvey.info/

• Coast, E., S. Randall, A. Fanghanel, E. Lelievre, S. Ba-Gning (forthcoming) 
"Sofa surfers and shed dwellers: new living arrangem ents and 
household surveys in the UK and France " European Population 
Conference, 13-16 June, 2012, Stockholm, Sweden

• Fanghanel, A., E. Coast & S. Randall (forthcoming) "Mapping 
intergenerational care across hosueholds in the UK: analysing 
proximity, propinquity and resources in the "tacit intergenerational 
contract " European Population Conference, 13-16 June, 2012, Stockholm, 
Sweden


